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6  COMMON PATTERN TYPES  

 
6.1  Objective 
 

6.1.1 To understand how the size, shape and distribution of stains at the scene or found on items of evidence allows 
stains to be placed in one of five categories. 

 
6.1.1.1 Passive (falling dripping) 
 
6.1.1.2 Projected 
 
6.1.1.3 Arterial 
 
6.1.1.4 Impact 
 
6.1.1.5 Contact Transfer 
 

6.2  Methods of Instruction 
 

6.2.1  Lecture & Discussion 
 

6.2.1.1 Bloodstains fall into one of five major categories (see Section 6 in the Bloodstain Procedure Guide). 
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6.2.3 Exercises 
 

6.2.3.1 Review the stains on the miscellaneous fabrics and evaluate the observations. Does fabric alter results 
of common spatter characteristics?  

 
6.3 Assignment/Evaluation 

 
6.3.1 The basic principles and concepts have been discussed. Prepare to discuss and critique the issues generated by the 

articles listed in 6.2.2. 
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